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t To Family Life Specialists: 


This list of films with sugeéestions for discussion has been prepared for 
} us through the courtesy of Mrs, Dorothy Anthony, President, Motion Picture 
Council, Washington, D.C. 


Her contributions to the program of the 2ztension Family Life Conference in 
May 1948 have been valuable aids to our extension workers, We appreciate 
this additional assistance that Mrs, Anthony has given us and her continued 
interest in our extension femily-life program, 
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the motion pictures whose titles appear on the ed oatne list are 
ee films, 


WIFE AND wor IN A PROIIITCAL SOcrErY ai 

Motion plenieres: ‘for Diseussion ee 
on or 

“Phe Function of the American Woman in Fanily Life Todey 


, 


We youen, whether married or single, are <phecelle concerned with puilai é 
for the.future, for peace, for the improvement of our society. We want 
these things in the present,too, We want good communities, good fami: 
good children. We sre troubled about Droaikion ae in fanily life, confu 

in standards, lack of mental and physical health, neglect of religioz 

p's because they ere all symptoms of the general disorder of this so- -called 

technical society ~ the environment in which we are functioning. 


As practical women, we want to know where the trouble lies, what part FS 
it is our fault, what we can do apout it now, Mi 


Is it not possible that a solution might come through the efforts of 
ereat community of well-integrated individuals: possessing a definite @ 
ception of their functions, knowledge of available resources, adequate 
training, well-thought-out coals, and who will accept responsibility f 
as much constructive action es lies within their capabilities? Then our 
first job lies within ourselves. : 


How can we develop this community of well-integrated wonen? 


Eow can we become better prepared for our jobs of wife and mother in 
this technical society? . 


are? 


How, even, can we find out just what cur jobs 


The following series cf meetings is designed, through the process of 
thinking it out together, to bring amt sone clarification of the presen 
functions of wife and mother. Through a study of a series of films show 
the impact of modern technology on different patterns of family life, 
and a variety of situations where women are trying to meet the demands» — 
and problems of today's society, it is hoped to focus and stimulate diss 
cussion so that we will arrive at some personal conclusions about he 
functions of wife and mother in family life today. 


THE CONIRAL DESORIER « OF soorary 


imina _Is Born, 2 meets Liter te a Bebe Gasveddar es: 2 West AOtEY «hee 
tal : Streot, iow Works) Neva mn 


Ny 


q film presonts aspects of nema noglecte It. is a highly dramatic ee 
ae of four boys whose parents show varying degrees of intorest and under—- 
zs anding, It shows that rival intorests of business or community servico | 


can work tremendous d- Mage on the child when they cause the parents to 
ne, ect AAG -. . 


L? minutes, 


March of Time, 369 fae ante Avonuc, 
Now. York, NoVs 


his film prosents a picture of the present broakdown in Marriage, giving 
tistics, opinions of authoritics, snd some reasons for the situation. 


1? minutes, March of Time, 369 Lexington Avenue, 
Néw York, N.Y. 


In this picture we sec a society whore matorial values aro predominant 

and spiritual valucs noglectad, To conquer his environment man has invented 
achines which sometimes seem to be conquering hin, Tho film states that 

e have mechanized and streamlined our houscs, but that has not brought 
lappiness and family unity, It shows people searching for happiness in 
isms end fads, How much is women to blame for this state of sate aha What 
is her role in bringing about an impr Gverantt 


Ww 


Popilogs 


PERSPSCTIVE OW FAMILY PATTERYS 


see penenortation and. Seeuhaed on wore difficult and people tended 


; to stay with their ow group, femily patterns wero variod and slow to 
Cee 


How we sec jungle tribes who, oven today, are cxamples of primitive 
ulture people like the Chinese who have maintained their own pattorns 

of family life for centuries as well 9s Amo ricans, Buropeans, and Latin 
americans, all foeling the impact of modcrn technology in their method 
of living and showing tho consequences in their changing pattorns of 
family life. Wo see changes in attitudes tow-rd the eased, in methods 

of educating and training the young, in tho interdependence of tho family 
on trace and natural 3 FESOUrCOS, We particulerly sce changes ‘in the 
status of wolion and in the functions of the wife and mother, both within 
the family in rolation to tho comunity. 


Good Hoighbor Family. 20 ninates, 4 
. . . Ee . hi Baca ane 
Tho ne life in the ‘United | States is. contrasted with that found in. 
Latin Anerican countrios. The closeness or fanily ties in. Lat n Aneri 
countries is deomonstretod,, and the offoct’ of industrialization on the 


American fanily is discusscd,. 


q < ae x 
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Nomads of the nh as pamey, Bee ‘United World Filns, RCA Building, 3 
Mako | Rockofollor Contor, N.Ye 


This filn shows the functions that women porforn in a typical noned: 
in Malaya existing on natural resources, and having only a slight con 
with outside civilization. Tf The pooplo: in this filn, cven- in 1948 y aro 
prinitive. fe 


Poiping Fanily. #< rocls. Intornational: Filn Foundation, 160 
aie iow York, N.Y. ie: . 


Agata 6 to postwar conditions in China. 
the impact of westornizing influences, but has ae to its. Hante facale 
of the value of cducation and its traditional attitude éoward ‘the eranc 
paronts. 


Tho Fanily at Difforont Poriods in the Sano Culture 


yay Tho Picnecr Hone, 1 reel. Garonne Films, Carnes Bailding, Chaeaco, 
Tilinois,: 


Your Family, 1 reol. Coronct Films, Coronot Building, Chicago, Tllinoi 


enothor way of cotting perspective on tho changes that ero taking placo © 
in women's functions in the fanily is to compare fanily life in pioncer 
tines With fanily life today, ~ NS eae 


advances on the functions of the wife a, a ee 
Topic & Nae ‘ ee 
es : 4 : <3 


MODERN WOMAN'S DELEMMA = "WHAT IS MY FUNCTION?" | a 


he ay before in history has worien faced so many decisions. Meng. areas 


such as Lapeer and children as the only Moceaoet bon for wonlen, - are now 
= natter for conscious choice, with many pos sible combinations and adapt 

ations to individual. preference. What is this flexibility doing to wonan? 
Is she healthier, happier, more capable? How has her role in the fenily 
changed? How have attitudes toward women chenged? dow has wonan's posi 
in the fanily chenged? How does wonan adjust to marriage after she 
been used to economic independence and a job? 


Whet is the function of the wife and nother today? 
“Yhat training does she need? 


M Gonadsan National Filn ond 1746 rei 
Massachusetts ene NY., Vashington, 
‘D.C. 


film illustrates the changed -ttitudes towsrd women in worth-while 
the effects of technology on the kind of work women can, do and the 
Bie of Rakes that. ‘are open to modern women, Must a woman choose 
Can she successfully divide her tine pesmecr 


.Farner's Wife, 16 minutes, The Film Center, 915 welfth ieee He We 


ume ineton, D.C. 


et a can “bed in fanily life; how childrens ‘husband, conmunity 
nd even the chickens depend on her for direction, support, encouragement, 
and morele, It shows that being "just « housewife" is a very important 


‘Bocause Bale filn was nade for the wer effort, it has been withdrawn fron 
general circulation, but because it suits this discussion it has been 
released for this use, 


: HOW HAS MODERN TECHNOLOGY IN THE HOM® AFFECTED THE FUNCTIONS OF THE WIP? 


“With modern sources of power, nodern machinery, modern materials available ; 
to most homes, women have changed their ideas about what constitutes suit- ee 
able environment, Are they adapting and using ell that technology offers, ee 
from hone appliances to city planning, to best advantage? kave they built 

& more adequate fanily life because of the opptrtunities that technical 
Pe ht fn the hone hes brought? Have they changed their ideas because 
of these nodern inprovencnts, as to what sre their functions as housekeeper? 
Dees the fanily expect the sane things of them as it did when nore work was 
done aa the hone? 


eee Cone True, 20 ninutes, Canscian Nationel Film Board, 1746 
Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.Ce 


This film shows the cld-fashicned kitchen, which kept the housewife busy 
all day, keeping the fire, fetching water, cleaning, canning, etc. The 
family in this film planned for yesrs how to fix over the ‘kitchen to meet 

_ tueir needs, They saved up, drew plans, and finally achieved their drean, 
‘It ig not cur modern factory-nsde kitchen, but it is what they wanted and 

¢ what they could afford, ‘hey built nost of it thenselves, and it suits their 
needs in the environment in which they live. 


The kitchen displayed in this picture is the essence of efficient an 
for the care and preparation of food. It is a laboratory. In these 
ings woman's work is easier, faster, and more pleasant. ven a man 
enjoy working here. Yet seen in contrast with Kitchen Come True, its. 
emphasis is on the design of the room rather than on the personal stor 
txe people who built it. Look at both these filns together. How can 
woman buying. the. streamlined kitchen put into it the warmth and sense. 
home and personal achievement that one feels in the Candaian Kitchen Come. 
True? 


yo 


The Way We Live. 64 minutes. British Information Service, 1910 K stro 
N.W., Washington 5, DC. 


and papeeveuan of the project and the importance of andorateng ie the n eed 


that are to te met by the project. It also shows the various relations. ips 


develop as the story progresses, The film portrays the conflicts and t 
that develop when the youngsters lack privacy and space. 


Topic 5 


y 


HOW DOES MODERN WOMAN USE HER AUTHORITY? 


There are many expressions in current use such es "ask the boss" whieh oe 
imply that the wife has the responsibility for final decisions. She has 
the authority for running her family. How does she use that authority? | 
What is her philosophy of government? Does she believe in the autocrati 
"do it because I say so" control of the family group? Is she too busy _ 
my} or indifferent to exert more than a laissez-faire influence? Or does she 
ul understand how the principles of democratic government can be applied to- 
family life? The films listed below furnish e good background for a 
discussion of family administration: What oats is needed, where Ae 
democracy may break down in family Caaee the woman's part in keeping her 
family hana a a 


Democracy, 10 Pidut en: Eneyclopedia Britannica Films, 20 ate Necker De 


Despotism. 10 minutes. Encyclopedia Britannica Filme, 20 North Wacker Dr 
Chicago, Illinois. 


These films bring out some of the basic clements of democracy, such as 
shared power, shared respect. How can the ideas contained in the here 
applied to family living? Are iL Cespotic? ihe can-the Rother” 
develop a truly doenmdecratirc famed” Se, 


racy dnt the! deans is ate have a fanily council 
his filo shows how tt “was Gone by ‘oné family. 


9 Mines htcecciee ihe nine, 35 West. Forty-Fifth 


7 


Hae a short 2 ee of problems that most parents heve to 
with in the controk Of Bera ee cease The stories are presented EPO 


aa bia as the part of the oh tenons fae the part of oho ee ere 
How can parents use cenocratic methods in such situation? 


‘ 


Topic | & 


THE MOTHER AS A BUILIER OF PERSONALITIES © 


we nembers of cae family ~ aatand ot her cniidrse or menbers of ene 
older generation, Do you feel that wonen today are being educated to 
mderstand and carry out their responsibilities for building adequate 
personalities and maintaining an atmosphere of good mental health in the 
as eroupt When, where and how should this trdatning be given? 


as 


ye ee Teen: as i ne, : pee ie: 
SE oe: get sina 
pe So) nie ey Cara by, in 


es 


eet the of Hostility. . 31 minutes, Cafadian at fonel: Film Board, 1746 
: Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 


This film is the stery of an outwardly successful but inwardly incomplete 
personality. The causes of her feeling of resentment towards others and 
the resulting failure in personal relationships are traced from childhood, 
Though this girl is the central character in the film, we are more cone 
cerned with watching the mother, By observing her actions and attitudes, 
we can see how the mother affects the personalities. of other members of 
the family, This film is best used with a psychiatrist as a consultant 
to genes audience questions and correct any misconceptions.. 


-‘Eitness 3 PES: a Henily J Affsir, 15 minutes, Canadian National Film Board, 
; 1746 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, 


This film tells the story of two families who live in the same neighborhood, | 
One family, with its well-integrated mother and frther and happy children, 
is the center of activity for the youngsters, The other family is a picture 
of discrganization, Gradually the well-organized family begins to affect ¥ 
the neighborhood,and its wholesome influence helps the disorganized family. - 


This filn- ‘shows the responsibility on EOE es to seo: eae, a “ehile 
two of his basic needs satisfied - the need for acceptance and secur 
. and the need for incependence, a feeling of competence and ability : 
. tribute to the group — in order “that he nay take his place as a matt 
in his iho ta ee aH 


Topic 7. 


PAMILY GUIDANCE | — A WOMANTS FUNCTION 


School buildings are tee vencaei sas educavionet theor tes changed 
methods introduced. Fron nursery school through college there Arey . 
OE oak where the nother is called upon for decisions or advices — what, ar 
the basic eensidordtion, whet type of schocl does your child necd? How. 
are the teachers? What are some of the other cpnsidaral ea ae 


‘Educational 


“4 


The American Teacher, 17 minutes, March of Time, 369 fesiheeon Avena 

is; ute | New York, N.Y. 4 he bua ar 
This film presents the pros and cons of progressive education. It ee 
points out that the :mother ss a citizen has a responsibility for the gua. 


y 


of education her conrunity provides for all children. ; Satan 
Whe Wilt Poach Your Child? 30 minutes. Canadian National Film Board: 
Massachusetts Avenue, Ne iste Was 
DCs 


A study of the teacher's vital role in the childs development ‘tReGm 
steadily widening experience and understanding, The film shows variety 
of situations invélvinge the teccher's relationship to pupils, pea 
snd eomaunity. Some of the essentials of good teaching are highli¢ : 
adequate training; sympathetic understanding of children. It also shove 
how parents can Soveenine ne _ teacher and Spotl. hint Seana, 


via ; 


Another guidance pant ion of the mother is that of helping her child a 
adjust to others, The following films shows sone Eek the ways and ‘Blece 
thet par cone can help. — Sica gah 


“United Worl@ Filns, 30 
Rockefeller Conter, New 1 York, 
iy e Ye: ; ¥ 


ren sees By Sxperienco. .40 minutes, United World Films, dO: ' 
A eS Rockefeller Center, New York, 
Ne Yo 


is a useful filn for discussion groups because it is a series of 
episodes illustrating children reacting to different experiences. the film 
‘can be stopped -fter each episode for discussion of the incident end ways 
of handling it. It stimulates thinking on how adults can help children ~ 
de ee ie is Mees eae ioe fares: guicance, want kind of guidance is 


<k: 


shrough see her child the ae of choice: of vocations, | What ape sone 
e things he might talk over with his family when ne is trying to 


tet Your ae Help You. 10 minutes. New York Film Library, Washington 


Nae, Ws 


oe Square, New York, N.Y. 


ico > HoLshos shows how young children may Bae at home and thus acquire: a. 


Vocational 


i nding Your Lifels Work. 22 minutes. Mahnke Productions, Des Moines 
Shs Se ae Iowa. 


s filn shows the v-rious considerations that go into the choice of a 

- voention3 Aptitudes, eduentional record, chnrecter, interests, sccomplish— 
ments, socinl assets, and financial sbility to sustrin oneself until 
employed, It also shows that another p-rt of the analysis is to study 

al ifferent types of occuprtions, The third suggestion is to see what oe 

chobl studies will help in . child's chosen field. ae 


Topic 8 | ie 


RELATIONS WIT THE OLDER GENERATION ae a 


ere aye, and mother-in-law? How ere the older people to be crred a 
mede to feel loved and wanted, kept occupied and independent? This is Be 
roblem faced by more and more wives -s our population has an increasing Bis 


"this Set ia has ee besa Pe yea but ita! title signifies 
present the PEO DL oot and oes, some sol utions. 


‘Woke Way for Tomorrow. 20 hance. New York University Film ispre a 
. . - {es 26 ais asa Square, ‘New York, 


‘This ia an old filn, but it is useful to shew the mother-in-law problens 
The solution in the film is for the mother-in-law to go to a home for the 
aged. The discussion will have to bring out other ways of hancling th 
_ problen, f : ; 
When All The People Play, 23 ninutes, Canadian National a Board, 1 
; Massachusetts Avenue, NW. Wast 
DCe ; 


recreational progran, The old ena in this ee are presented in | 
normal surroundings, as a part of normal groups, having normal attitudes 
cisabilities anc, paige zo hed they are ress into the life or 


TOpse ce 
RELATIONS WITH NSIGHBORS 


The attitude of the wife and nother hag an important effect on the Tan 
relations with the community. No family lives in social sete aoe L 


effect the family life. What is a proper balance? What - 
this cooperation? how to get started end find your eet in commande 
Oe ie or weltare ae ae Cent ae filns : are Webcast of commun: 


ente rprise, sonet ines being ‘the stunbline block. The eh Broken not 
illustrated in these films is the conflict between the need for res sponsi 
and intelligent mothers and the demands upon those same mothers for wor 
in the comaunity. How is she going to neet this Broplea?4 f 


Fitness is a Fanily Affair, 15 minutes, Canadian National Film Board, — 
1746 Massachusetts NST mat 
Washington, ‘D. Ce. 


This film was one sted in topic 6 as background for dapeuaeten of the — 
importance of family environment in developing personality. Here Lelie 
suggested that the picture be studied to see how a fanily develops commu: 
spirit through recreational activities, and how participation in a conmunit; 
enterprise helps the wife in the disorganized family to cevelop a Dee: 
atmosphere and cooperation in her home, 


jetting for Dis ‘fila is the tone bw Health Cont or St iy Re 
It is designed and equipped as a club where the whole family 
to. enjoy their lesiure hours, The story is concerned with one 
cular family and its participation in the activities of the Eealth 
ter. We watch the resistance of the mother to joining, its effect on 
e husband, and the pleasure and enjoyment gained by the whole fanily 


hen she _ erate comes to Finch da abst how much it means to them all. 


y Ucighbor? 23 asta Bs: Canadian. Nations al Film Board, 1746 


Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Diente De Co ae 


ha: Le SG halt of bate film is a histry of the development of social 
‘services, fhe second half is a case study of the, work of e.typical community. 
fare agency as it solves some of the problems of a femily very much 

need of guidance, It shows the part that a trained women can. play in 

2ial service work, and. brings out the need for a well-organized mother . 

> run a family successfully, Personal integration, a knowledge of communi ty 
resources and training in family administration are all important. Some~ 
288 the perspective and pene hand of the trained social worker are 


Mopac 10 


TH WOMAN'S PART Ii] FAMILY PROBLEMS — 

CASE STUDIES FOR ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION” ,  < 

the following ee films we pick up the story wich comes to a head 
arcund a specific situation --5 wife discovers she:has gonorrhea, a boy — 
Mes to the police about damaging a neighbor's esr, a production maneger 
@ plant recommends firing his assistant because of his race, a iine 
rker is fired when he fails to mend a. support in the mine. Whet are the” 
uses that led up to these situations? ; 


oe al). these nee & woman has played a part at some point in the 
dovelcpnent of the problem, and is definitely involved in its solution. 
The roots of the trouble may lie in the generation before, the kind of i 
amily life or the family environment; they may be due to lack of ei: 
hheracter. or false values; they may be the outcome of inadequate human ” 
elationships. The woman may be to blame, she may be the victin, or ghe 

ay be the agent for the cure. In all cases she has a stake in the outcone 
oe a ea es ; 


° 


hy aid: thie happen? How could it have been prevented? How much of the 
lame falls on some woman? “here will fhe turn for help in this crisis? 
What line of action can she bake? 


‘v 


TOY a as 


- Salt Of The Barth. 50 minutes, Cathedral Films, 6404 Sunset Boulevar 
RAEN EEC a ena Ty. ies Hollywood, Califoraiage: he ae 
/ : - y) ' oe hy 
Rere is another example of poor parent-child relationships, and the 
of prolbens faced by nothers and wives. The setting of this film i 
Pennsylvania mining town; the characters are miners and their families. 
In one particular family the father openly disapproves of his grewn so 
friends, goes to the mine and neglects to make ropairs because he is argv 
with the man he disapproves of, there is an accident as the result. of hi 
negliaence, and he loses his job. How is the wife going to handle all t 
troubles? Locking back into the family past, why @id all these things 
happen? | . 


- ‘Unto Thyself Be True, 2 reels, Family Films, Inc., Hollywood 28, Cal iforni 


This is a picture cf a breakdown in parent-child relationships, Because h 
feels his father lets him down, rides hin too hard, etcss a-young son té 
the family car egainst orders, runs into a neighbor's car, and lies about 
it to the police, ‘The fila shows the father's attitude: toward the son, 
his attitude toward his wife, What can the nother ¢@o to remedy the * 
écneral situation? Is it due to her actions and efforts cr have the pres: 
in today's life something to do with the husband's attitudes? i 
ex ee 


oe 


Miracle of Living, 39 uinutes, Loan arny Institute of Pathology, Washingtor 
ADs De Ge Boks 


This is the story cf a young couple, happy, ideally suited to each other, 
who are suddenly faced with the fact that a single premarital experience 
of the husband when he was overseas, has resulted in injury to the wife's 
child-bearing organs, fhe story is Celicately, Cranatically, handled, in 
excellent taste. It opens up discussion of scx cducntion in general and — 

of marrisge counseling, Why did this happen? What courses of action ere - 
possible? What will be the most constructive attitudes to take? : 


Insecurity 


Prejudices 50 minutes, Religious Film Association, 45 Astor Place, New 
N. ngs : 


Anan brings his wife and son to their new hone in an industrial town 
where he is to become production nanager in a plant. Racial prejudice 
arises when he begins to fear his job is threatened by the ability of; hisia 
assistant, Is there any relationship betwoen this fear and his wife's — 
expenditures in "properly" furnishing their house? Is there any relation 
sip between parent's attitudes and children's attitudes? How did“the 7 
wife in this picture carry out her responsibilities? 


- 


a 8 


‘ 


N.Y. 


Catt hodral Filns, 6404 Sunset Bee aad Hollywood, California, 


ee Britannica Films, 20 North Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illi xs 


oe Hcllywood 28, California, | ‘ 


oc Tine, 369 Loxington avenue, New York, N.Y. i 
‘Gee | 


_ Now York University Film Library, 26. Washington Square, New York, NeYe 


is ligious Film Association, 45 Astcr Place, New York, iY. 


‘Teaching Filns Custodials, 2 Vest Twonticth Stroet, New York, WeY._ 


hie 


‘vattod Vorld Filns, RCA Building, 30 Rockefeller Center, New York, WY. be ay 


